
 

 

 
  

Join us to make a difference. 
 
Pleasure Guild of Nationwide Children’s Hospital invites you to become a member.  We would love to have you as a 
part of our organization.  We are one of the oldest women’s organizations in Columbus, serving our community 
since 1908.  Our primary mission is to serve Nationwide Children’s Hospital by means of direct volunteer work and 
fundraising support to help provide happiness to patients and their families and to sustain hospital programs. 
Pleasure Guild members make a minimum three-year commitment, and give a combined total of 2,000 volunteer 
hours each year to the hospital. 
 
Winston Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give."  The women of 
Pleasure Guild give their time and hearts to help families during a time of great pain and need.  We are proud of our 
organization and the commitment that our members give to sick children in our community. 
 
We ask you to read the enclosed materials regarding membership with Pleasure Guild. Please e-mail any questions 
you may have to the address below.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Susan Long 
Membership Chair 
Pleasure Guild of Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
614-214-6145 
selong83@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

A chance to make a difference in children’s lives 
 
Pleasure Guild, an organization of women committed to raising funds for Nationwide Children’s Hospital, traces its 
roots to the hospital’s beginnings.  In 1890, a group of boys and girls decided to make and sell small crafts to raise 
money so that they could purchase “pleasures” for children in the hospital.  In 1908, a group of women formalized 
the children’s fundraising efforts, and Pleasure Guild was born. 
 
Pleasure Guild has raised more than $4 million for the children of Nationwide Children’s Hospital, and in recent 
years our contribution has gone to support those children for whom a cure is beyond reach. The mission of 
Children’s Hospice and Palliative Care Program is to ensure that no child dies alone, afraid or in pain. We are 
committed and honored to support this effort, and these families, during their time of greatest need.   
 
Pleasure Guild members make a minimum three year commitment, and participate in a variety of fundraising and 
service projects.  We are constantly seeking new ways to raise funds - join us in making a difference! 
 
 

 
Pleasure Guild Experiences 

 
Novembeard 
Novembeard has become one of Pleasure Guilds most recognizable and fun fundraising programs! We have the 
pleasure of partnering with some amazing local organizations, such as Cliffs Original, Buckeye Bearders, and Fado 
Irish Pub, who support Pleasure Guild by recruiting teams of beard growers to grow beards for money! This 
fundraising effort is usually a month long celebration of craft brew and beard growing. There are several events that 
members plan and attend, leading up to a shave off party held annually at Fado at Easton. Members also recruit the 
men in their lives to grow and raise money. Pleasure Guild has raised over $100,000 the past five years, money 
that is donated directly to the Hospice and Palliative Care team.  
 
Novembeard has become one of Pleasure Guilds most recognizable and fun fundraising programs! Each 
November, Pleasure Guild partners with Novembeard Co-Founder (and Honorary Member) David Rhodeback to 
invite men across Central Ohio to grow a beard to make a difference. Since its inception in 2011, hundreds of men, 
women, and their families have joined together to raise over $110,000. There are a variety of ways to participate. All 
funds go directly to Pleasure Guild and the Hospice and Palliative Care. In the past, we have held happy hours, 
sold t-shirts, growlers, and NCH cookies, solicited silent auction and raffle items, and partnered with local 
businesses like Cliff Original, Buckeye Bearders, Holy Moses, Fado of Easton, North High Brewing, Lamar 
Advertising and iHeart Radio.  
 
 



 

 

Annual Children’s Play 
Pleasure Guild works behind the scenes to coordinate a professionally directed children’s play held annually at the 
historic Palace Theatre.  Our members manage all aspects of the production from auditions, ticket sales, costumes 
and back stage.  This large-scale production attracts a very high-level of local talent.  We all come together to give 
back to the families in need and our local community.  
 
Pleasure Guild’s largest fundraiser is a Broadway-style production at the historic Palace Theatre in downtown 
Columbus. In 2018, we are proud to present Beauty and the Beast, which will run February 23rd, 24th, and 25th, 
2018. We are honored that the production is run by volunteers, both Pleasure Guild members and community 
actors, all of whom donate countless hours of their time for this meaningful cause. Our members manage all 
aspects of the production from auditions, ticket sales, costumes and back stage. We all come together to give back 
to the families in need and our local community.  
 
Pleasure Guild members also support the Angle Mile at the Columbus Marathon, Celebration of Life, Memorial 
Tournament, Hospital Bazaar, along with other great community events.  
 

 
 

Pleasure Guild Life 
 
Everyone is part of the fun and results!  All members are involved in a committee that focuses on our fundraising 
or service projects.  Some of us assist with the play, while others work on the planning or publicity of our other 
fundraising events.  You will also be given an opportunity to volunteer at the Memorial Tournament and attend 
various Pleasure Guild social events.  Our social events are determined by membership and allow for lasting 
relationships to form.   
 
We all meet once a month for a 2-hour meeting to stay current and brainstorm new ideas.  These meetings are 
generally help on a Monday evening, and are sometimes held at Nationwide Children’s Hospital, and occasionally 
are more social in nature, and held at a fun restaurant or pub. There will be times during the year where you spend 
more than a few hours on our Pleasure Guild commitments or have multiple committee meetings.  In your second 
and third year, there are opportunities for additional responsibilities, like a board-level position.   
 
We have a variety of talents!  You will meet women who work inside and outside the home, are single and 
married, with and without children, collectively working and having fun.  We are from neighborhoods throughout 
Columbus.  Our collective skills include marketing, theater performance and production, computers, communication, 
human resource management, project management, graphic design, and countless others.  In general, we like 
people, want to help kids, and want to “give back.” It is exactly the kind of experience you want to make of it.  Any 
way you want to approach it, you are making new friends by working and contributing with women who challenge 
your thinking and applaud your accomplishments.  At the end of the three years, you are a proud contributor to 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital, and a valued member who has advanced her own personal competency and had 
fun while serving others! You will not find a more purposeful volunteer experience in Columbus! 
 



 

 
 

PLEASURE GUILD MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

Name: Last First Maiden 

 

Spouse’s name (if married): 

 

Address: 

 

City/State/Zip:  

 

E-mail:  

 

Cell phone: Place of Employment 

 

Occupation:   

 

Your birthday:  

 

Children’s names & birth dates (if applicable): 

 

 

Community Activities (also indicate offices held): 

 

 

 

Special interests, talents, hobbies:  

 

 

 

Why are you interested in joining Pleasure Guild?  ______________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did you learn about Pleasure Guild? _______________________________ 

 

Please return this application to selong83@gmail.com or call 614-214-6145 with any questions.  
Thank you for your interest! 
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